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Joy J. Ilem, National Legislative Director
Statement from Joy Ilem

“Last week, allegations were brought by a woman veteran who reported she was sexually assaulted by a fellow patient at the Washington DC Medical Center while waiting for her appointment. The veteran—who happens to be the senior policy advisor on the Congressional Women Veterans Task Force charged with promoting inclusivity and equitable access to resources, benefits, and health care for women veterans—was carrying a copy of draft bill to combat sexual assault and harassment at the time of the incident.

It is absolutely unacceptable that a veteran should be unable to access their earned care without risk of harassment or assault, and it paints a very real picture of a culture that, in many cases, continues to stand as a barrier to women seeking care through the VA. Women veterans who choose to utilize their earned VA benefits and health care deserve the same expectation of safety and respect as their male counterparts. This type of behavior is never tolerable, but it is perhaps even more egregious when one considers it was perpetrated by another veteran.

For years, DAV has worked to bring this issue to light, advocating for real culture change at the VA. We challenged the VA to lead the way in changing their culture into one of inclusivity in our comprehensive women veterans report—Women Veterans: The Long Journey Home—released in 2014, and again in our updated report—Women Veterans: The Journey Ahead—released last fall. Sadly though, as we work toward change, incidents like these continue to occur.

The VA has done tremendous work at many facilities to create an environment in which women veterans feel secure, respected and well cared for. But we regularly hear from DAV members and the wider veteran community that this simply is not the standard across the country. This most recent incident goes to show the urgency with which the VA must act to ensure the safety of its women veteran population. VA leadership must address these discrepancies and prioritize this rapidly growing population immediately by holding its facilities to a much higher standard, ensuring women veterans are shown the respect they have earned through their service.”
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						Contact your local DAV office. They will help you file a claim and stick with you all through the process, because no veteran should have to go at it alone.
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							DAV is an organization of veterans helping veterans.

						


						The reasons are as individual as our members. Some join for the fellowship at our more than 1,200 local chapters. Some for the inspiring national events. Others for opportunities to serve their fellow veterans and their families. And many join to continue the fight to support the rights and benefits of all veterans. DAV understands the needs of veterans because we are veterans—1 million strong. We invite you to join our cause.
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		DAV Patriot's Pitch is a thrilling and transformative online event specifically designed for military veterans or spouses to showcase their innovative business ideas and secure potential investment. Inspired by the popular TV show "Shark Tank," this dynamic event brings together a panel of accomplished veteran investors, industry experts, and successful entrepreneurs, who are eager to support and invest in veteran-led businesses.Listed below are the pitch competitors from DAV Patriot Boot Camp Winter 2024 cohort and the businesses that they represent. Jasmine Paul - The Wealth PlaygroundOscar Vazquez - CancerMune Inc.Michael Molinski - Tadpole SwimsuitE. Slody - Veterans Communications Group			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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		Lack of access to VA healthcare is consistently a barrier that veterans like Iraq War veteran Kim Hubers must face when living in rural areas. In fact, there is a 20% increased risk for suicide among rural veterans, and according to the VA, 1 in 4 women veterans live in rural areas. Rural veterans report substantial physical and mental health needs, higher rates of disability and lower quality of life. Rural veterans also face significant barriers to health care, such as health provider shortages, long distances to access specialty care, lack of transportation and prohibitive travel expenses. In February 2024, DAV published “Women Veterans: The Journey to Mental Wellness." This report is a comprehensive assessment of the unique factors contributing to the staggering rates of suicide among women veterans and how the system charged with their mental health care can and must do better. Read Kim’s full story and learn more about the report and DAV’s findings at womenveterans.org.			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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		March is #BrainInjuryAwarenessMonth. Did you know that traumatic brain injuries (TBIs) are one of the most common wounds of recent wars? Many TBIs occur due to things like vehicle collisions and falls rather than a direct result from combat. TBIs are also one of the many injuries that DAV benefits advocates are able to help file a VA claim for. You can get help from a DAV office in your state by visiting benefitsquestions.org.			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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		💰 Do you need to secure more income for retirement? 👉🏽When you set up a charitable gift annuity (CGA) with DAV, you will receive regular payments for life, save on taxes, and help America’s veterans access the benefits they earned. Visit the link below to learn more or give us a call by dialing 1-800-216-9802 and then pressing 1!			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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						Thank you for joining DAV! We'll keep you updated on important veteran issues and how you can help.
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						Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:
Dial 988 then Press 1
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