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 DAV’S BEQUEST REPORTING PROGRAM TAKES FLIGHT 

On July 24, 2020, National Adjutant Burgess announced 

the Bequest Reporting Program for DAV departments 

and chapters.  The Program has proven a success to say 

the least.  In 2020, DAV National confirmed the award 

to departments and chapters of the vast majority of 

bequest gifts received through the Program.  To further 

our continued effort of transparency, this article focuses 

on the principles that guide DAV National as it analyzes 

the various matters. 

The decedent’s intent – it is the cornerstone of bequest 

management.  A long-standing effort exists at DAV 

National to ensure that bequest gifts are ultimately 

directed to the intended party in accordance with the 

decedent’s intent and wishes.  Sometimes the decedent’s 

intent is clear, sometimes is it ambiguous, and 

sometimes it is downright bizarre.  Examples in history 

of bizarre bequests: 

 Napoleon Bonaparte: Upon his death in 1821,

Bonaparte’s will directed that his head be shaved

and his hair be distributed among his friends.

 Jack Benny: The iconic American comedian and

actor from the 1930s to the 1960s wanted to

leave his wife a gentle reminder of his love for

her. After his passing in 1974, his will directed

that a single long-stemmed red rose was to be

delivered to her every single day for the rest of

her life.

 Fred Baur: The creative mind behind the

Pringles potato chip can wanted something

different after his death. After passing away in

2008, his will directed his family to bury part of

him in a Pringles can. And so they did.

DAV National has seen its fair share of bizarre and 

ambiguous bequests over the years, often due to the 

carelessness of the drafters of the documents.   

So how do we navigate them?  First and foremost, we 

read the testamentary language in conformity with 

established principles of construction, or interpretation, 

that have evolved over hundreds of years of judicial 

decisions.  Additionally, below are the major principles 

that DAV has long applied in the interpretation of wills 

and similar documents. 

1. The name “Disabled American Veterans” or

“DAV,” without further specification,

presumptively applies only to DAV National.

2. The name “Disabled American Veterans” or

“DAV” with a designation of a city in which a

NSO or TSO office is located, will be taken to

refer to DAV National.

3. A further specification to “Disabled American

Veterans” or “DAV,” most often a specific street

or PO Box address, can overcome, or confirm,

the presumption in #1.

4. The correct name of a subordinate unit, or a

reasonable approximation of same, identifies

that unit.

5. The name “Disabled American Veterans” or

“DAV” accompanied just by designation of a

state will be divided between DAV National and

the department.

6. The name of a non-existent DAV entity will be

interpreted based on facts and circumstances

with presumption in favor of local entities, if a

locality is indicated.
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7. The name “Disabled American Veterans” or 

“DAV” with a geographic designation where (1)  

there is no DAV National physical presence but 

(2) there is physical presence of one or more 

subordinate units will signify a gift to that unit, 

or one to be divided among multiple units. 

 

It is important to note that these principles are 

guidelines only.  It is impossible to establish specific 

rules that will apply to each and every testamentary 

designation involving a DAV-branded entity.  There 

may be rare cases when additional “extrinsic” evidence 

may become relevant to the interpretation of an 

otherwise ambiguous will or other instrument.  This 

evidence must be directly relevant to the issue of what 

the testator intended in the will or other instrument. The 

mere fact, for example, that the testator was an active 

member of a department or chapter is not relevant. On 

the other hand a letter from the testator promising a 

bequest to a chapter would be relevant.  Simply stated, 

while DAV National has developed certain guidelines, 

each matter has to be analyzed on a case-by-case basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAV National will continue in its mission to see that 

DAV bequests are distributed in accordance with the 

decedent’s intent.  We look forward to the continued 

success of the DAV Bequest Program and working 

through these matters with the various departments and 

chapters. 
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