
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
w
a
 
 
g
 
 
N
 
 
a
u
 
 
C
l
–
 
 
B
 
 
s
a
 
 
 
 
t
w
w
 
 
a
 
 
a
 

Thanks

First, I w
with you on
a great plac

The pos
granted.  

Moses,
National Co

I’d also
and his team
upon our le

I’ve bee
Coast Guar
ittle neglec
– together f

Others,
Burgess ha

Since m
similar injur
are in my th

I think i
 
First, an

their familie
why we exis
what we do

We will
arms—our r

We will
and their se

s so much.  

want to exp
 the nationa

ce because

sition of tru

 thank you 
ommander. 

 like to than
m have don
gacy. 

en blessed 
rd are here 
ted. But the
for them. 

, like Comm
ve encoura

my injury, I’v
ries to try an
houghts and

t’s importan

nd most im
es. Our serv
st. DAV Se
. 

 continue to
returning fe

 march forw
earch for me

D
N
A
A

press my de
al line is an
 of your lea

ust our mem

for your me
 

nk National
ne, alongsid

throughout
with me to

ese guys ar

mander McI
aged and in

ve made a 
nd mentor a
d in my hea

nt to tell eve

portantly, w
vices, provid
rvice Office

o be the lea
emale veter

ward with n
eaningful e

David Ril
National C
August 3
Atlanta, G

eepest than
n honor. I w
adership.  

mbers have 

entorship, f

 Adjutant M
de our mem

t the years 
night and I’
re my broth

ntosh, Ron
nspired me 

conscious 
and help th
art as I spea

eryone abo

we will cont
ded at no c
ers and our 

ading voice
rans.  

ew innovat
mployment

ey 
Conventi
, 2016 

Georgia 

nks and app
want you to 

placed in m

friendship a

Marc Burges
mbers, for c

to have gre
d like them

hers. Please

n Hope, Cha
to better se

attempt to 
em through
ak to you to

out my goal

inue provid
cost to vete

volunteers

 for the uni

tions surrou
t.  

ion Rema

preciation t
know that I

me is a dist

and for an in

ss for his le
crafting the 

eat mentors
m to stand. C
e put your h

ad Richmon
erve the org

reach out t
h the road I
oday. 

s in represe

ding a lifetim
rans, are o

s on the fron

que issues

unding the n

arks 

o Moses M
 believe ou

tinction I wi

ncredible y

eadership a
opportunity

s. Some fro
Coasties so
hands – or,

nd, Bill Bak
ganization. 

o younger v
I’ve already

enting DAV

me of suppo
ur beacon. 
ntline are th

s concerning

needs of re

McIntosh. Se
ur organizat

ll never tak

year of serv

and for the w
y we have t

om my days
ometimes fe
 in my case

ker and Adju

veterans w
y traveled. T

V. 

ort to vetera
That’s the 

he foundatio

g our sister

eturning vet

erving 
tion is in 

ke for 

ice as 

work he 
to build 

s in the 
eel a 
e, hooks 

utant 

with 
They too 

ans and 
heart of 
on of 

rs-in-

terans 



 With Adjutant Burgess’ help, it’s my intent to continue the fight on behalf of a group of 
veterans currently being left behind.  
 
 Our veterans who were injured prior to 9/11 are not entitled to the same caregiver benefits 
as those injured after under current law. But we will not rest until that is changed. 
 
 During the coming year we must remain a powerful force of advocacy for veterans. We’ll 
make every effort to keep the promises made by our country to ill and injured veterans and their 
families to ensure they receive the benefits they’ve earned and deserve.  
 
 We must continue to use the voices of our 1.3 million members to plainly tell lawmakers 
that we expect them to fully fund the VA to provide the healthcare and benefits veterans have 
earned.  
 
 When a man or woman raises their hand and says “Send me” when our nation calls, no 
one here knows better than us that they’re writing a blank check to our country.  
 
 The ultimate payment could be their lives. For those who have sacrificed for our country 
and their survivors, we must insist on a strong VA and healthcare system to meet their needs. 
 
 When our nation’s bravest return changed from military service DAV is here to help 
shoulder the load. We ensure veterans do not get left behind. 
 
 I intend to continue addressing subjects like access to quality health care, accurate and 
timely disposition of disability claims and improving programs that strengthen the lives of 
veterans and their families. 
 
 DAV, beyond any measure, is the absolute best veterans’ service organization in the world. 
That mission is accomplished through our service offices, Chapters and volunteers. But I must 
thank the National Executive Committee, DAV Board of Directors, our professional staff, 
members and our partners in the Auxiliary for providing the strength needed to accomplish our 
mission. 
 
 I have confidence in each of you and I will count on your support and expertise as we 
continue fighting for veterans and their families. I’m depending on you as colleagues and fellow 
veterans to help us all succeed.  
 
 You all have my deepest thanks for your continuing work of service and advocacy for 
veterans and their families and I hope you’ll join with me as we continue to move forward.  
 
 May we continue to succeed in our sacred mission and may God bless DAV and who we 
represent. Thank you very much. 
 

<END> 


