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CHAPTER [EH

Korea aAND THE CoLp WaR

We have won an armistice on a single
battleground, not peace in the world.

~ Dwight D. Eisenhower ~
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IN 1950, WORLD CRISIS STRUCK WHEN COMMUNIST TROOPS FROM NORTH
KKOREA INVADED THE SOUTH, ENGAGING OUR NATION IN ONE OF THE BLOODIEST
ENGAGEMENTS IN ITS HISTORY. THE KILLING DIDN'T STOP UNTIL A TRUCE WAS
SIGNED ON JULY 27, 1953, BY WHICH TIME 5.7 MILLION AMERICANS SERVED
DURING THE KOREAN WAR; OVER 36,000 DIED, AND ANOTHER 103,000 CAME HOME
WOUNDED. EVEN NOW, THE WAR IS NOT OFFICIALLY OVER, AND HOSTILITIES
STILL ERUPT IN THE KOREAN DEMILITARIZED ZONE.

Following the Korean War, Americans
fought in a silent Cold War to protect
freedom and  democracy  against
communism and repression. Men and
women were called on to sacrifice during a
war that was and still is mostly unknown.
It was left to the DAV to ensure that the
sacrifices of this war’s soldiers did not go
unnoticed—or their needs go unfulfilled.

The early 1950’s saw the total
population of veterans in the United States
grow to 19.8 million, approximately 12
percent of the Nation’s population as a
whole. This meant a workload that the
founders of the DAV could never have
foreseen, a caseload that intensified daily.

In 1950, delegates to the DAV’s
National Convention elected Boniface R.
Maile, an attorney from Michigan, to the
organization’s highest office. Wounded in  7ue Rerurning Soroicr—1944 8y N. C. Werh
World War II, Maile was destined to play a
major role in the DAV’s leadership for a half century to come.

From 1943 to 1953, Congress enacted some 500 laws affecting veterans’ benefits and
services. If it was a great financial problem for the government to meet the needs of so
many veterans, it was also a challenge for the DAV. While membership dues covered several
DAV programs, the vast bulk of the organization’s expenses were paid with funds raised
from the general public.

At the 1955 National Convention, General Melvin J. Maas was elected National
Commander while he was still on active duty.

GENERAL MELVIN J. MAAs

WARS & SCARS




DenveL D. Abams

Wounded in combat on Okinawa, General Maas was stationed for two years at the
Pentagon, where he was known as “the blind general.”

For a time, he also chaired the President’s Committee on Employment of the
Physically Handicapped, with which the DAV has been associated since its earliest years.

General Maas cited the committee’s work during his acceptance speech as National
Commander, bringing employment of disabled veterans back to center stage as an issue
of concern for the DAV. Educating the public about the plight of disabled veterans was
important, he said, but educating industry should be the DAV’s top priority. The slogan
adopted was: “It is good business to hire the handicapped.”

From 1925 to 1958, through good years and bad, a single individual sat in the National
Adjutant’s chair. But at the 1958 National Convention, Crab Corbly told the delegates it
was time to retire.
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NEW YORK DELEGATION MEETS WITH
Yoai BERRA

Tep WiLLIAMS

Following Corbly as National Adjutant was John
E. Feighner, who had served as National 4th Junior
Vice Commander before Corbly hired him in 1945 as
Assistant National Adjutant. Feighner took over the
DAV’s reins in troubled times.

“We conducted a meeting in St. Louis in 1959,
and it was a do-or-die meeting,” said Dale Adams. “We
knew the organization was in trouble and we formed a
committee from a group of National Service Officers. I  yog Berra
was the chairman of it and we wrote a manifesto which
I presented to the Executive Committee. It laid down certain stipulations that had to be
done for the organization. They adopted the report.”

The organization was workinghard to provide services to disabled veterans, but serious
financial problems hampered its efforts. Though the DAV was in decline, new leadership
was coming to the fore. When Hogan retired as Director of Claims, his replacement was
Dale Adams, who came to the job with 15 years of experience as a DAV National Service
Officer. It was a difficult time for the DAV and forced everyone to sacrifice. “I missed the
service work, that's where the pleasure was—doing something that was a challenge for
me,” said Adams. “The world changed for me when I became National Service Director
because then I was in a management position rather than on the frontline. I made an
attempt to preserve what we had, but I had to cut the cost in Washington by 80 percent.”






