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For nearly 40 years, The Independent Budget veterans service organizations
(IBVSOs)—DAV (Disabled American Veterans), Paralyzed Veterans of America
(PVA), and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW)—have
worked to develop and present concrete recommendations to ensure that the
Department of Veterans Affairs remains fully funded and capable of carrying
out its mission to serve veterans and their families, both now and in the future.
Throughout the year, the IBVSOs work together to promote their shared
recommendations, while each organization also works independently to
identify and address legislative and policy issues that affect the organizations’
members and the broader veterans’ community.
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Purpose and Goal of the IB

The Independent Budget (IB) veterans service organizations
(IBVSOs), for almost 40 years, DAV, PVA, and VFW.

Provide unbiased, needs-based funding estimates for the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)




Veterans Health Administration

Medical services Mental Health

New Users Emergency and urgent care

Staffing Dental care

Long-term Care Prosthetic and sensory aids
services

Caregivers Support



Women Veterans Health Care

Women Veterans ($130 Million) plus-up

30 percent increase in WV enrolling in VHA of the past 5
years

Trend expected to continue 900,000 enrolled

High users of VA HC/mental health services/high rates of
SC/complex medical conditions

Must have access to timely, comprehensive, high
guality care



WV Additional Funding Needs

Recruit and train more clinical providers—with expertise in
women’s health to deliver high-quality care

Hire more highly specialized GYNSs for surgery and complex
nealth conditions

Hiring Peer support specialists
care specialists for treating women with MST-Related PTSD or
who experienced Interpersonal Violence

Care coordinators for women using community care services—
maternity care; prosthetics



Office of Women’s Health

Increase staff in the Office of Women's Health for:
Strategic Planning
Evaluating Research
DATA
Best practices and Evidence Based treatments
Adjustments In programing



Non-VHA Offices and Programs

Overview of funding recommendations for:

Veterans Benefits Administration
Board of Veterans' Appeals
National Cemetery Administration
General Administration

Office of the Inspector General




Information Technology Systems

Recommendations for IT systems:

Support for VBA, BVA, NCA
Digital Gl Bill
Medical research IT needs



Veterans Electronic Health Record System

Overview of the
EHR Modernization
efforts

Funding
requirements




Construction Programs

Budget recommendations for major and
minor construction projects

State Home and State Cemetery
Construction Grants



Other Discretionary Programs

Other VA discretionary programs include:
The Veterans Housing Benefit Program Fund,
The Vocational Rehabilitation Loans Program,

The Native American Veterans Housing Loan
Program



Conclusion

The IBVSOs call on Congress
to fully fund VA to ensure that
health care and benefits are
avallable in a timely manner [ -
to those who have sacrificed

In their service to the E
American people Independent Budget
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