
Duties and Responsibilities of

The Benefits Protection Team 

Leader

Marquis D. Barefield

Assistant National Legislative Director



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

 The Benefits Protection Team Leader (BPTL) is responsible for 

coordinating and supporting DAV’s grassroots efforts, legislative 

agenda and resolution process at the local level. 

 BPTLs are also responsible for advocating for local issues that are 

not in conflict with resolutions adopted at the national level or with 

department policies, at the direction of the department commander.



DAV NATIONAL POLICIES FOR BPTL

The following national policies should guide all BPTL legislative 

advocacy efforts:

 DAV National Constitution, Article II – Purpose: “…to advance 

the interests and work for the betterment of all wounded, gassed, 

injured and disabled veterans…”



DAV NATIONAL POLICIES FOR BPTL

 DAV National Bylaws, Article 2-- Policy, Section 2.1 –

Nonpartisanship: “This Organization shall be non-political and non-

sectarian and the name of this Organization or name of any 

subdivision thereof shall not be used in representing the desires or 

wishes of its membership in any political, sectarian or labor dispute, 

except as provided hereinafter… the forgoing shall not prevent this 

Organization or any subdivision thereof from participating in political 

issues which have a direct bearing upon the welfare of America’s 

disabled veterans.”



DAV NATIONAL POLICIES FOR BPTL

 DAV National Bylaws, Article 2-- Policy, Section 2.2 –
Legislative Activities, Para. 1: “No member shall appear before 
any legislative body or speak in the name of the DAV taking a 
position contrary to a standing resolution.”

 DAV National Bylaws, Article 2-- Policy, Section 2.2, Para. 2: 
“No federal legislation shall be sponsored or endorsed by a 
National Officer or any member on behalf of or in the name of the 
DAV National Organization …unless it has been approved by a 
National Convention or by the National Executive Committee, 
except as otherwise provided in para. 3 of this Section.”



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

BPTL’s should:

1. Be signed up for DAV Commander’s Action Network (DAV CAN) 

2. Encourage others to join DAV CAN at https://dav.quorum.us/

3. Distribute legislative alerts at DAV meetings and encourage 

members to take action through DAV CAN.

https://dav.quorum.us/


DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Develop a local grassroots 

network—Benefits 

Protection Team members 

made up of DAV and 

Auxiliary members, family 

and friends.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Support the legislative 

efforts of DAV and your 

department.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Be prepared to discuss DAV 

legislative issues and alerts at DAV 

meetings



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Disseminate legislative (national, state and local) 

information to department and chapter members.

www.facebook.com/DAV www.instagram.com/davhq/ www.youtube.com/c/

disabledamericanvete

rans

www.flickr.com/photos/thedav/sets/

http://www.facebook.com/DAV
http://www.instagram.com/davhq/
http://www.youtube.com/c/disabledamericanveterans
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thedav/sets/


DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Coordinate a DAV presence at 

congressional town hall meetings 

to communicate DAV positions 

to elected officials whenever 

possible.

Get to know your federal elected 

officials and their staff.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Keep up with state/local 

issues affecting injured and 

ill veterans and their 

families.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Develop relationships 

with state legislators and 

state Department of 

Veterans Affairs officials.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Keep informed about DAV’s positions on legislation introduced by 

federal elected officials. 

DAV CAN https://dav.quorum.us/home/ 



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Notify DAV legislative staff about federal issues we need 
to be aware of that affect DAV members or their 
families and survivors.

Notify DAV legislative staff of developing trends in local 
issues that affect DAV members and other service 
disabled veterans.

Notify DAV legislative staff of federal congressional field 
hearings being held locally and, if requested to testify, 
seek assistance from DAV legislative staff.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Ensure that resolutions 

considered by chapters and 

the department are 

consistent with DAV’s 

Statement of Policy. 



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Encourage members to bring 

forth new resolutions in support 

of DAV’s mission.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Help schedule and 

coordinate congressional 

meetings for DAV members 

coming to Washington, D.C., 

for DAV’s mid-winter 

conference.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL

Have DAV and Auxiliary members 

not attending the mid-winter 

conference contact the local office 

of their legislators and provide them 

with DAV’s Critical Policy Goals 

during the week of the conference.



DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BPTL



Thank You!

MARQUIS D. BAREFIELD
Assistant National Legislative Director

(202) 554-3501

mbarefield@dav.org

mailto:sliermann@dav.org

