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But that’s where we come in. That’s where DAV is at its best. We’ve all been there before. 
DAV was there for us when many in this very room didn’t know who to turn to.  

 
Now, we owe it to those who brought us into the DAV family to ensure we’re reaching out to 

all veterans of all eras still today. That includes older generations who may not know about us, 
up to and including those currently serving.  

 
Many of today’s veterans are returning from war with what will be life-changing illnesses 

and injuries. They’re struggling to get the help they were promised in the form of disability 
payments, jobs and health care. 

 
In the nearly 14 years since American troops first deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, more 

than 2.6 million veterans have returned home to a country largely unprepared to meet their 
needs.  
  

At the same time, many Vietnam Veterans are just now entering the VA healthcare system 
and their needs are greater than ever.  

 
DAV knows the VA operates the largest health care system in the country and offers some 

of the finest health care in the world. But the continued mismatch of funding and demand have 
led directly to the problems we’re seeing today.  

   
Last year, several issues came to light that rightly disappointed and angered a lot of 

veterans. Access and funding remain the central issues at hand.  
 

DAV will continue not only to tell our elected leaders we expect them to fully fund the VA so 
our country’s bravest men and women receive the healthcare and benefits they have earned, 
but we will continue to promote our plans for true and lasting VA reform.  

 
I have spoken with Secretary McDonald and I truly believe he cares deeply for veterans 

and is fully committed to fixing the issues within the VA – not just with short-term “quick fixes,” 
but with the intention of genuine, long-term reform.  

 
Along these lines, as we work to reshape the VA, we must be cognizant of all the veterans 

it served.  
 
Right now, our veterans who were injured prior to 9/11 are not entitled to the same 

caregiver benefits as those injured after. This fight goes to the core of what we believe: 
disabled veterans have earned the same benefits, no matter when they served. This is an 
issue near and dear to DAV, and one we’ll continue to push for.  

  
And for too long, the word “veteran” has been seen as a purely masculine term. And while 

women veterans served with distinction in times of war, they did not receive the benefits they 
needed and had earned.  

 
The contract between our nation and her veterans does not distinguish between genders.  

 
We need to welcome our sisters into our ranks, and give them the opportunities to lead and 

advocate for them with a single, unified voice. 



 
DAV is leading the advocacy effort for women veterans and I promise you we’ll continue to 

do so. Family, friends and fellow veterans, it will indeed be a busy year for DAV. But, I want to 
leave you with something I learned a long time ago – the power of hope. 

 
Hope, of all the forces that make for a better world, none is as powerful as hope. With hope, 

one can think, one can work, one can dream. 
 
Remember if you have hope you have everything. 
 
We have a few fights ahead of us – but let me tell you this. If I have to go into a fight, 

there’s no one I’d rather have beside me than the people right here in this room.   
 
I look forward to working with you all this year. It’s an honor and a privilege to serve as your 

National Commander. I pledge to you I’ll work tirelessly to ensure your voices are heard as we 
continue our ninety-five year mission of service to the men and women who raised their hand, 
said “send me,” and went forward to conduct America’s business when called. 

 
Thank you. 

 
<END> 

 


